Theatre Venue Safety Considerations
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Summary Points

Safety is enormously important for any performance space, whether it's a
school stage or a historic theatre or a public or private venue.

You'll need to have a firm understanding of many basic venue safety proce-
dures and steps to make sure that the cast, crew and audience are not put
in harm’s way.

Here are some key considerations when thinking of theatre venue safety:
Inspection

One of the first things that you'll need to do is ensure that you have a venue
safety inspection every year. This will help ensure that any hazards are iden-

tified before they become real problems, and that any faulty equipment is
identified and replaced before someone is harmed.
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Liability & Insurance

Most areas require periodic inspections to remain in compliance with local regulations. Make sure you
know what your inspection schedule is and have a licensed inspector go through your entire facility.
You should also chech and confirm your insurance coverage is adequate for the current use of the
venue.

Training

One of the most important venue safety considerations is to ensure that everyone who will be us-
ing the stage equipment is familiar with how to use it properly. It can be very easy for an untrained
individual to injure him or herself or others. Training programs should be in place to prevent these
accidents from happening. You should also ensure that any signage demonstrating the proper use of
stage rigging is in place and that user manuals are available if needed.

Your Instructors

You cannot take chances with training your staff, students or others involved with operating rigging
and action behind the scenes. Make sure that your instructors know exactly how each piece of equip-
ment works to ensure the best venue safety possible.

Motorised Components

Some venues make use of motorised or automated stage rigging systems. These electrical compo-
nents can be a huge source of venue safety problems. Have the motors inspected regularly to ensure
that they are safe to use and that all parts are in good condition, properly lubricated and present no
threat. Motorised equipment can also help prevent accidents from happening, as they eliminate hu-
man users from many of your processes.

Rigging Specialists

Your rigging is a very complex system and you'll need to make sure that the entire system is inspected
at least once per year. Make sure that you have a specialist inspect your rigging, though, as a layman
might not be familiar with these venue safety concerns and problems could be missed. A specialist
will help ensure that your rigging is good condition and that there are no hidden threats.
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Outsource

One option open to schools and theatres is to outsource their training and inspection needs. Profes-
sionals can take care of all training and instruction, and can also perform periodic inspections, make
recommendations for limiting venue safety concerns and more. This option offers savings in terms of
time, but also provides better results than “going it alone”.

Please feel free to call us to help you better understand these concepts and how they relate to your
theatre venue.

For further information please contact Specialty Theatre or an authorised Specialty Theatre dealer.
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